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Lincoln  Statue 
e  Buffalo  Historical  SocJFty      Charles  H.  Niehaus,  Sculptor 


Buffalo,  Hew  York 

"In  the  marble-pillared  central  hall  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society's 
new  building  is  a  bronze  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  figure,  somewhat 
more  than  life  size,  Is  seated,  one  leg  across  the  other  in  characteristic 
attitude;  a  document  is  in  the  hands.  The  countenande,  looking  straight 
ahead,  is  full  of  the  ruggedness  and  the  sadness  of  the  great  original. 
From  an  artistic  viewpoint  it  is  a  most  satisfactory  statue;  the  work  of  the 
sculptor,  Charles  Niehaus,  and  a  replica  (but  for  a  few  minor  details)  of 
the  Lincoln  statue  by  that  artist  at  Muskegon,  Michigan.  Effectively  placed 
on  its  black  marble  pedestal,  it  is  the  most  notable  object  in  the  possession 
of  the  Historical  Society,"  says  a  publication  of  the  above  mentioned  society 
at  Buffalo,  I.  T. 
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STATUE    OF   ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN.     BY  CHARLES 
HENRY   NIEHAUS 


1IIK    LINCOLN     STATUE    OWNED     BY    THE    lill-IALO 

HISTORICAL      SOCIETY THIS     IS     ONE     Ot      TWO 

BRONZES     MODELED     BY    CHARLES     H.    NIEHAUS, 
THE     OTHER      BEING      AT      MUSKEGON,     MICHIGAN 


LINCOLN  GAZES  OVER  PARK  LAKE-  This  statue  ot  The  Emancipator,  the  work 
of  C.  H.  Nielhaus.  until  recently  stood  in  the  central  court  of  the  Buffalo  Historical 
Building.    It  is  now  on  the  steps  of  the  south  entrance  to  the  building. 
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LINCOLN  STATUE  DISPLAYED  OUTSIDE.  Because  he  felt  that  the  Buffalo  Historical 
society's  Abraham  Lincoln  statue  did  not  get  the  notice  it  deserved  in  the  buildingJs  in- 
terior court,  Robert  W.  Bingham,  director,  had  it  moved  out  on  the  steps  at  the  south 
i  approach.  .        . 
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BUFFALO    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY 


DEDICATION 

OF 

THE    HISTORICAL   BUILDING 

DELAWARE    PARK 


UNVEILING 


THE    LINCOLN   STATUE 

A   GIFT   TO   THE   SOCIETY   BY 

THE    LINCOLN    BIRTHDAY    ASSOCIATION 


TUESDAY  EVENING,  SEPTEMBER  THIRTIETH,  NINETEEN  HUNDRED  TWO 


Guests  are  invited  to  inspect  the 
building,  and  to  visit  the  museums, 
library,  portrait  hall,  etc.  The  build- 
ing is  open  free  to  the  public  daily, 
10  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M.,  except 
Sundays. 

All  persons  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  society,  are  cordially  invited  to 
become  members.  Dues  for  resident 
members,  #5  per  year. 


EXERCISES 


Address  of  Welcome 

GEORGE  ALFRED  STRINGER 

Acting  President  Buffalo  Historical  Society 

"  The  Functions  of  an  Historical  Society  " 
REUBEN  GOLD  THWAITES 

Secretary  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society 

"  The  Buffalo  Historical  Society 

and  the  State  of  New  York  " 

Hon.   DANIEL  N.   LOCK.WOOD 

Chairman  New  York  State  Board  of  Managers 

Pan-American  Exposition 


THE       LINCOLN       STATUE 


Presentation 

JOSEPH   P.   DUDLEY,   President  Lincoln  Birthday  Association 

Unveiling  of  the  Statue 

Miss  FLORENCE  FRANCIS 

Acceptance 

in  behalf  of  Buffalo  Historical  Society 

Hon.   HENRY  W.   HILL 


Lincoln  Monument 

in  New  Location 

i  •  •  T_ ■  \   \  - 

Statue    Being    Moved     to     Corner    of 

Filfty-ninth  Place  and  Seventh 

Ave.  Facing  Sixth  Ave.  A 


In  order  to  provide  a  more  attrac- 
tive setting,  the  statue  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  In  Library  Park,  one  of  Ke- 
nosha's best-known  monuments,  is 
being  moved  to  a  new  location,  fac- 
ing  Sixth   avenue   A. 

Thew  ork  is  being  carried  on  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Kenosha 
Library  board,  which  decided  last  fall 
to  move  the  monument  to  some  loca- 
tion within  the  park  where  it  would 
be  more  conspicuous  and  open  to  the 
view  of  the  motorist  and  pedestrian 
as  they  approach  or  leave  the  busi- 
ness section  of  the  city. 

At  the  time  the  sidewalks  of  Library 
park  were  re-arranged,  the  committee 
in  charge  of  the  moving  of  the  monu- 
ment decided  the  statue  shouid  be 
moved  to  the  point  where  Fifty-ninth 
place  intersects  with  Seventh  avenue, 
and  facing  Sixth  avenue  A. 

In  its  new  location,  the  statue  will 
be  easily  visible  to  motorists  driving 
along  either  of  the  streets. 


GILBERT  M.  SIMMONS  LIBRARY 

KENOSHA,   WISCONSIN  July     1§>      ±9ZQ 

CORA   M.   FRANTZ.  LIBRARIAN 


Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


Dear  Sirs : 


Your  letter  of  July  10th  has  been  turned  over  to  me  for  reply. 
Following  is  information  in  regard  to  the  Lincoln  statue  located  in 
Library  Park,  in  this  city. 

The  monument  was  cast  in  bronze  by  Charles  Henry  Niehaus,  of 
New  York.    You  will  find  references  on  the  life  of  this  sculptor  in 
the  International  Studio,  vol.29,  page, 104;  vol.58,  page  40,  sup.,; 
Who^  Who  in  America*   Pictures  and  a  newspaper  clipping  are  enclosed,  ^o-o 
You  will  be  able  to  judge  the  size  of  the  monument  from  the  large  picturetc^i^ 
-onoloaod>    We  have  no  record  of  the  cost.  * 

Or la  M.  Calkins  of  Kenosha  was  the  donor.  His  death  occurred 
on  May  24,  1909,  two  days  before  the  monument  was  unveiled.  The 
unveiling  ceremonies  were  held  immediately  after  his  funeral  on  Kay  26, 
1909.  An  elaborate  ceremony  and  parade  had  been  planned.  On  account 
of  the  death  of  the  donor,  however,  no  parade  was  held;; and  the  ceremony 
was  simple  and  quiet. 

A  change  in  the  location  of  the  monument  has  been  discussed 
from  time  to  time  by  the  city  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  shrubbery 
and  trees  in  the  park  partly  obscured  it  from  view.    In  March,  1930, 
as  the  clipping  states,  it  was  moved  to  a  more  outstanding  location  in 
the  northeast  corner  of  Library  Park.   Memorial  trees  for  soldiers  who 
lost  their  lives  in  the  World  War  form  a  background  for  the  monument. 

Very  truly  yours, 
AR  Ref^jence  I^fb^arian. 
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GILBERT  M.  SIMMONS  LIBRARY 
KENOSHA.  WISCONSIN 


CORA   M.   FRANTZ.  LIBRARIAN 

April  9,  1930 


Mr.  Louis  A.  7/arren, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 

Fort  Viayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir: 

Reply  to  your  letter  of  March  18,  1930,  has  been  delayed 
by  unsettled  conditions  at  the  library  caused  by  a  general  cleaning 
and  redecoration  of  the  building. 

The  Lincoln  statue,  standing  in  Library  Park,  was  wrought 
in  bronze  by  C.H.  Niehaus,  of  New  York,  and  presented  to  the  people 
of  the  city  by  Orla  M.  Calkins,  being  unveiled  May  26,  1909.   The 
donor,  Mr.  Calkins,  died  suddenly  on  May  24th,  1909,  and  his  funeral 
was  held  May  26th.    The  flags  veiling  the  monument  fell  just  as 
the  body  of  the  donor  was  being  borne  past  the  memorial  in  the  funeral 
procession.   Plans  had  been  made  for  an  elaborate  celebration,  with 
a  parade  consisting  of  bands,  local  societies  and  school  children, 
but  these  plans  were  abandoned  and  only  an  unostentatious  ceremony 
marked  the  unveiling. 

Further  details  of  the  event  may  be  found  in  the  Kenosha 
Evening  News  for  May  26,  1909.   A  post  card  photograph  of  the 
monument  is  enclosed. 

Very  truly  yours, 


y  truly  yours,    ^^ 


AR  Librarian.  \ 
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